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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to the special amendment of 4/19/2006. All 
changes made to the Claims have been entered. Accordingly, Claims 1, 5-15, 17, 19- 
23 are currently pending in the application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims are 1, 5-15, 17, 19-23 allowed. 

2. Claims 1 is allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references taken 
individually or in combination fail to particularly disclose the first multi-channel echo 
canceller including a tone disabler circuit for detecting the presence of an echo 
canceller disabling tone within each channel and producing said logical signal in 
response thereto; It is noted that the closest prior art Pruet et al. (US Statutory 
Invention Registration #H1, 884) shows a system for transferring echo cancellation 
data, comprising an echo cancellation controller module which is connected to a echo 
cancellation element and another echo cancellation element. However the stated prior 
art fails to disclose or render obvious to the above underline limitations as claimed. 

3. Claims 7 is allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references taken 
individually or in combination fail to particularly disclose monitoring a state condition 
of echo cancellation, including detecting the presence of an echo canceller 
disabling tone in each channel; producing a logical signal indicating whether 



Application/Control Number: 09/974,748 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2663 

echo cancellation is enabled on each channel in response to detecting the 
presence of an echo canceller disabling tone in each channel: It is noted that the 
closest prior art Pruet et al. (US Statutory Invention Registration #H1, 884) shows a 
system for transferring echo cancellation data, comprising an echo cancellation 
controller module which is connected to a echo cancellation element and another echo 
cancellation element. However the stated prior art fails to disclose or render obvious to 
the above underline limitations as claimed. 

4. Claims 9 is allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references taken 
individually or in combination fail to particularly disclose including detecting the 
presence of an echo canceller disabling tone, on each channel, the first 
configured for producing a logical signal indicting whether echo cancellation is 
enabled on each channel in response to detecting the presence of an echo 
canceller disabling tone. It is noted that the closest prior art Pruet et al. (US Statutory 
Invention Registration #H1, 884) shows a system for transferring echo cancellation 
data, comprising an echo cancellation controller module which is connected to a echo 
cancellation element and another echo cancellation element. However the stated prior 
art fails to disclose or render obvious to the above underline limitations as claimed. 

5. Claims 1 3 is allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references 
taken individually or in combination fail to particularly disclose a controller in 
communication with the logic, the controller producing a logical signal that is a 



Application/Control Number: 09/974,748 
Art Unit: 2663 



Page 4 



function of a first logical signal and a second logical signal produced by the 
processor in response to an echo canceller disabling tone within the 
telecommunication signal, the logical signal being used to cause the switching 
unit to output the processed telecommunication signal or the telecommunication 
signal unprocessed by the signal processing function. It is noted that the closest 
prior art Pruet et al. (US Statutory Invention Registration #H1 , 884) shows a system for 
transferring echo cancellation data, comprising an echo cancellation controller module 
which is connected to a echo cancellation element and another echo cancellation 
element. However the stated prior art fails to disclose or render obvious to the above 
underline limitations as claimed. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen Ngo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8398. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3139. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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United States Patent & Trademark Office 
Patent Examiner AU 2663 
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